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Synopsis

This major reference work, first published in 1946, is a fully documented, alphabetical listing of over
8,000 Scottish family and personal names. Black’s definitive guide includes spelling variations, an
abundance of fascinating historical specifics, and a glossary of obsolete Scot words. This classic
reference provides fascinating biographical and geographical details for anyone interested in
Scottish names. The Surnames of Scotland is an invaluable source of information especially for
historians, in addition to genealogists and families interested in their Scottish ancestry. Dr. George
Fraser Black (1866-1948), a noted bibliographer and historical scholar on the staff of the New York
Public Library from 1896 to 1931, spent almost half a century on the research of this volume. Miss
Mary Elder Black, who assisted her father in the preparation of the main text, supplied the

amendments and additions included as an appendix.
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Customer Reviews

A monumental work giving origin, meaning, and history of Scottish surnames from the earliest times,
references to sources--Eugene P. Sheehy -- Guide to Reference Books, 9th ed. (Chicago: American
Library AssociationDetails of the names are drawn from official or other accredited sources, which
are duly referred to and catalogued. -- Times Literary Suppliment (London) --This text refers to an

out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

George F. Black was a noted bibliographer and historical scholar at New York Public Library for

over thirty-five years. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.



We use Black’s book here at the Scottish Tartans Museum as a main source of information on
Scottish surnames. It also travels with us to Highland games. Continuous use requires replacement
as needed. This reprint is excellent, the price is more than fair, and shipping was prompt. | can
highly recommend this book to anyone interested on the history of Scottish surnames. Black’s 40

years of research is evident in his accuracy.

"Surnames of Scotland" provides a valuable reference for our Scottish clan organization. We
participate in Scottish games and highland gatherings throughout northern California, where we are
continually approached by visitors who have questions about their heritage. This well-researched
guide gives the documentary history of names appearing in historic records throughout Scotland,
along with the date and location of the occurence and ancillary historical information where it is
available. For any student of Scottish families, this book provides a very helpful reference. Definitely

recommended.

Very good book for surnames. Most are two pages which is rather brief but good info to start with in
further researching the name. Although it could be more in-depth, it is worth the purchase.As with all
books, look for other sources as this was a used book it is well worth the cheaper price. | have

found this a value in genealogy research as some books are too expensive for their content.

| could not research my families surnames as the information was limited to the more common

names

Rather technical style - will be difficult for many visitors to use at Highland games for starting their

genealogical research

This is a very GOOD book, | can not say enough good things about it. It gives every Scotish

Surname thinkable, and gives history and information about them.Excellent Book

Excellent edition of a classic and very valuable work. A very nice book at a very reasonable price.

Great reference book for anyone looking into their Scottish ancestry. A little on the pricey side.

However, it has met my expectations.
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